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Feb~ 23, 1998

Alex Hildebr~d
23443 Sou~ Hays Road
M~teca, CA 95337

De~ Alex:

A~ached ~e materiNs ~om C~FED s~ prepped in response to some of ~e specific
questio~ you raised ~ yo~ facsimile dated December 14, 1997, ~d le~er dated December 21,
1997. We ~e Nso in receipt ofyo~ most recent le~er dated Feb~ 6, 1998. We ~e in ~e
process of ~ing a complete respo~e to issues 1 ~ough 3. I hope ~at ~e enclosed
doc~ents ~11 provide you M~ some of ~e tec~cN de~l you have requested in prior
cow, cations reg~d~g ~e isolated facili~ ~d ~sociated costs ~d i~paet to
l~ds.

In yo~ December le~er you agNn rNsed ~e policy issue reg~d~g ~e role of ~sfers
in ~e C~FED Progr~. As you ~ow, a s~ong ~fers m~ket is ~ essenti~ component of
~e C~FED water m~agement approach. Over ~e next few monks C~FED s~ Mll be
~ing a comprehensive doc~ent outli~g ~e role of vol~ ~sfe~ in ~e overN1
C~FED Progr~ ~ well ~ ~e e~tie~ outst~d~g issues wNch need m be ad~essed, eider
a~s~atively, or ~ough legislation. ~ese issues, ~ you ~ow, include protection agNnst
sigNfie~t negative ~rd p~ or env~o~en~ ~pae~, ~ well ~ ~e need for a ~fo~y
a~eed-upon deletion of~ferable water. Yo~ ae~ve p~ieipation ~ ~e Water Tr~fers
Work ~oup, ~d yo~ views on ~ese specific issues, ~11 provide ~e C~FED s~ M~ vi~
input.

AddifionNly, ~e C~FED Pro~ is worNng ~ a n~ber of ~en~ to eneo~age ~e
s~te to move fo~d on developing a policy on prese~ation ofpNme a~icul~M l~ds ~d
ag~cul~al l~d conversion. I have enco~aged ~e ~te Water Policy Co~eil to m~e ~s
issue of highest priori~, ~d we ~11 continue m work ~losely ~ ~e Dep~ent of Food ~d
A~icul~e.

S~eerely,

Eester A. Snow
Executive Director

Enclos~es
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